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Dobříš + 20 = Multiple Challenge

(Press release at the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the Dobříš Conference)

In spring 1990 – some months after the fall of the Berlin Wall and the end of communism in Central Europe – the foundations of a systemic all-European cooperation were laid in the meetings of Ministers of the environment in Dublin and Bergen. Environmental protection was discussed both on the official (governmental and inter-governmental) and the non-governmental levels. Only a year later, this ambition acquired the concrete form: the first pan-European conference of Ministers of the environment was held 21st – 23rd June 1991 in the chateau of Dobříš near Prague. A conference of the representatives of non-governmental organizations was held parallel. Such was the beginning of the Environment for Europe process under the auspices of the UN EEA that still continues.

The initiator of the historic event was the then Czechoslovak Minister of the environment Vavroušek and the Conference was guaranteed by President Václav Havel, active participant of the meeting.

Conclusions of the Dobříš Conference prove that the beginnings of the process were rather promising. Beside other the Ministers agreed to:

a/ Improve the European information and monitoring environmental systems and to establish the European Environmental Agency (EEA) as the institution of the European Community open for third countries outside the EC/EU;

 b/ Coordinate the European environmental legislation, programmes and policy including regional programmes for great river basins and such transport systems that respect the environment;

c/ Continue with discussion on principal changes in the hierarchy of human values and behaviour;

d/ Improve operation of existing international organizations active in the field of the environment and more consistently integrate the environmental dimension into the UN system;

e/ Intensify nature protection in Europe;  

f/ Publish the report State of the Environment in Europe before the end of 1993 and update it in regular intervals;

g/ Organize the next similar pan-European Conference of Ministers of the environment in Switzerland.

The second conference took place in April 1993 in Luzern (Switzerland) and in September 2011 the seventh similar event will be organized in Astana, Kazakhstan. Other aims and commitments are more or less reached and observed although the European nature still deteriorates, UN has not been improved very much, and our value system is more unsustainable, like sustainable. Ideals of Dobříš, after the Minister Josef Vavroušek’s mission ended, were carried over to the non-governmental grounds. In summer 1992 the initiative of active participants and (co)organizers of the Dobříš Conference: Josef Vavroušek, Eva Vavroušková, Pavol Šremer, Jan Kára, Erazim Kohák, Jirí Dlouhý and Jana Dlouhá, Ivan Dejmal,  Mikuláš Huba, Ivan Rynda and others led to the foundation of the Society for Sustainable Living in Czechoslovakia and the relay of Dobříš  has been gradually handed over to the European EcoForum. 

Twenty years after, Dobříš represents a multiple challenge. First of all it means evaluation/confrontation of the pros and cons of the past two decades. Secondly, we should ponder the relevant personalities in the present Czech and Slovak Republics but also in wider Europe that would be able to demonstrate the zest, courage and capabilities to develop a similar initiative and vitalize it. Eventually, the Dobříš anniversary poses the question: Will the Environment for Europe process go on now with 20 years of experience, success or failures and poorer for the lost time and missed opportunities?

The 20th anniversary of the Dobříš Conference may also serve as an incentive to ground the Central European Report to the Club of Rome. A similar impulse emerged in form of the book of essays written by the Czech and Slovak authors under the title World Perceived by the Heart of Europe with no response whatsoever although the world of today struck by crises would need it now more as ten years ago. The tasks and problems are multiple starting with the Pan-European strategy for protection of biodiversity, care for landscape, integrated protection of large river basins (including supply of faultless drinking water and prevention of disastrous floods), improved air quality with emphasis on limitation of glasshouse gas release, big technological, economic and social challenges like the common agricultural, energy and transport policies with great impact on the environment and ending by the common European environmental policy and fulfilment of the EU Strategy of Sustainable Development. Behind the above-mentioned challenges is the mission of Dobříš: Values that we respect and adhere to will decide about our future and the environment. Our sustainable future will depend on harmony of these values with the idea of ecologically sensitive and environmentally efficient way of existence. Without it our hope to the sustainable future will be only an illusion.
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