Stop the spraying of National Parks

This appeal is being raised as a response to the latest rise of public discussion on the decision to use dangerous insecticides in the Slovak National Parks. 

As from the 1st  April 2009, the state enterprise Lesy SR,  started applying chemicals in the National Park Low Tatras, National Park Great Fatra, National Park Small Fatra, National Park Slovak Paradise, National Park Muránska planina and within the National protected area Horná Orava (close to the Natural Reservation Pilsko). 

Our earnest objections:

Use of unregistered chemicals

The current extent of usage and application methods of insecticides in the protected areas of Slovakia is beyond any parallel in the history of our country. At several locations in the national parks the use of unregistered chemicals (FURY 100 EW and FURY 200 EW) besides the officially registered FURY 10 EW was confirmed.

Breach of safety regulations

During the application of the above mentioned chemicals,  safety regulations recorded in the Safety data card (appendix 2) are  breached heavily, as we have already seen last year (appendix 1). 

Workers applying dangerous chemicals are not informed about the dangerous effects of the applied substances. They are not provided with personal protective equipment and during the application, pesticides are commonly released into the environment using unauthorized methods (picture 1 and 2).

FURY insecticides  can cause serious damage to non-target organisms

Cypermethrin, the active compound contained in all FURY products is a recognized endocrine disruptor. It is included in many lists such as: EU list, Keith list, Colborne list, Benbrook list, Danish inert list (source http://www.pesticideinfo.org/Detail_Chemical.jsp?Rec_Id=PC38283). Although cypermethrin's primary effect is blocking of the sodium channels during the signal transmission between nerve cells, secondary effects also include a serious impact on the endocrine system of non-target organisms including humans. Cypermethrin  can cause several types of cancer and DNA damage (appendix 3 and 4).

Insecticide  use can lead to  extreme reduction of biodiversity in the protected areas

Pesticide use affects a wide range of non-target organisms, especially species with low tolerance for synthetic pollutants. Many of them are listed in several National Red Lists with explicitly stated public value, or in the European Red List.

Harmful effects of insecticides have been documented in the soil communities of agrarian ecosystems (appendix 5) and equally negative effects can  be expected in the case of forest soils. 

Toxicological studies of the FURY  insecticides are kept secret

The claims of the state enterprise LESY SR about the harmlessnes of the FURY insecticides cannot be publicly verified, since the Slovak Health Ministry refused to disclose  relevant toxicological studies (appendix 6).

The usage of cypermethrin,  active compound of the FURY insecticides, keeps increasing in the forestry sector

Despite the claims of the state enterprise LESY SR  that chemicals containing cypermethrin are far more common in the agriculture than in the forestry, insecticide use statistics show that the usage of cypermethrin in the forestry keeps increasing and in some regions of Slovakia, cypermethrin usage in the forestry even surpasses its usage in the agriculture! (appendix 7).

On the basis of these arguments we consider the current application of insecticides in the Slovak National Parks and other protected areas to be exceedingly dangerous and we request the Slovak Ministry of Agriculture to accept the following measures:

· Immediately stop the spraying of  dangerous chemicals in all protected areas of Slovakia

· Investigate  the breaches of the Slovak law presented in this appeal

· Disclose publicly the results of  toxicological studies concerning FURY 10 EW, FURY 100 EW and FURY 200 EW 

Signatories to the appeal (till June, 8th):
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